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Herodotus : The Histories  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Histories: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Engaging Stories of HistoryBy Douglas D. PattersonHerodotus tells 
many stories of the wars waged by people on each other in the Middle East and Mediterranean areas. The invasion of 
the Greek Islands by the Persians is the focus the final part of this history - in which the various Hellenic tribes 
successfully repulsed Xerxes and his massive army and navy.Herodotus was a gifted writer whose style is reminiscent 
of Homer's - sans all the flights of fancy. He is known as the father of historical writing as he recorded what happened 
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accurately and without literary embellishment.I found this history entertaining, as well as informative reading.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. The translation used in this Kindle edition is...By AduThe Kindle edition 
of this book is the G. C. Macaulay translation.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Herodotus, father of 
history.By CustomerBook arrived looking brand new!WOW what a find!

Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484 - 425 BC). He has been called the 
"Father of History", and was the first historian known to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a 
certain extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. The Histories-his masterpiece and the only 
work he is known to have produced-is a record of his "inquiry", being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-
Persian Wars and including a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information. The Histories, were divided into 
nine books, named after the nine Muses: the "Muse of History", Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe, 
Thaleia, Melpomene, Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.

This edition reproduces the fluent pace and readability of Herodotus' world-encompassing work. Mensch has produced 
a close translation of Herodotus' Greek that is also an engrossing read in English. As an old-time Herodotean, I found 
myself drawn into Herodotus' universe of history and story all over again. Combined with Romm's elegant 
introduction, which conveys the lure of Herodotus' work, the lucid maps and tables, and the pertinent, uncluttered 
notes, this is an edition to read for pleasure and for education. I recommend it to future students of Herodotus and their 
instructors, and to any reader who wants to discover and rediscover Herodotus in a vibrant new translation. -Emily 
Greenwood, Yale University 


