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J. M. Roberts, O. A. Westad : The History of the World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The History of the World: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An up to date and terrific historic narrativeBy M.MorrisIf you have 
an innate curiosity for where our (mainly western) civilization comes from than this book is for you. However when 
speaking about as broad a topic as the history of THE WORLD you are necessarily going to have significant gaps in 
your analysis. JM roberts is open about his limitations and narrows the scope to events which played a major part in 
pushing humanity from one movement to another. I began reading his 1976 edition a while back in school, and am 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199936765


very pleased with this updated version which includes a much more thorough analysis of the prehistoric period using 
up to date findings and techniques. He also expands on the history of the Middle East and Asia, shedding a much 
greater light on their influences in history. This book serves at its best, as a terrific baseline for covering the main 
historical topics which will give the casual reader a great foundation in world events and the more dedicated historian 
a great source of topics to dig into using other more in-depth sources. A must have for every home library!1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. History the way schools should should teach it.By ShermanVery likely the 
best total history book I have ever owned. Interesting how history makes so much more sense when you understand 
the whys and the whens, instead of just throwing a bunch of historical facts at a person.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. This tome is an amazing reference for any history buffBy Andrew WhiteThis tome is an 
amazing reference for any history buff. Even more importantly, somehow I was able to get this brand new (still 
wrapped in plastic) for $9, when it retails for $45. Highly satisfied, to say the least.

J.M. Roberts's renowned History of the World is widely considered the finest available one-volume survey of the 
major events, developments, and personalities of the known past, offering generations of readers a tour of the vast 
landscape of human history.In this new edition, Bancroft Prize-winning historian Odd Arne Westad has completely 
revised this landmark work to bring the narrative up to the twenty-first century, including the 9/11 attacks and the wars 
in the Middle East. Westad utilizes the remarkable gains in scholarship in recent decades to enhance the book's 
coverage of early human life and vastly improve the treatment of India and China, Central Eurasia, early Islam, and 
the late Byzantine Empire, as well as the history of science, technology, and economics. The result is a truly 
remarkable work of compression and synthesis, sweeping through thousands of years of history, weaving the stories of 
empires, art, religion, economics, and science into a lucid and engaging narrative. Ranging from the early hominids 
and the emergence of Mesopotamian civilizations and ancient Egypt, the book illuminates such topics as the Roman 
Empire, the explosive arrival of Islam, the rise and fall of samurai rule in Japan, the medieval kingdoms of sub-
Saharan Africa, the Mongol conquests, and the early modern expansion of Europe across the globe; also covered are 
the struggle for American independence, the French Revolution, the colonial empires, Japan's startling modernization, 
and the World Wars. With over 90 informative maps, The History of the World remains the finest, most readable 
survey in print.


