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Paul Younger : The Home of Dancing Sivan: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in Citamparam  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Home of Dancing Sivan: 
The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in Citamparam: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So HelpfulBy MC007I went to Citamparam last winter. This book 
outlines a good history and describes many of the rituals you will observe, creating a much fuller experience for any 
westerner looking to visit. Without this book you are a spectator. With the book you are a participant. It can be 
difficult to get into this book if you do not already have a bit of related background information.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. The Home of Dancing Sivan: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in CitamparamBy As 
Hirasen Hirasen CommunThe Home of Dancing Sivan: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in CitamparamA well 
researched book of great value to all Saivites in the world.A long overdue historical account of the Chidambaram 
temple,the epicentre of Saivism - it's spiritual legacy and its politicalundertone makes interesting reading. The Home 
of Dancing Sivan: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in Citamparam1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. The Temple at ChidambaramBy Eric RyanReading Younger's book led to a deeper appreciation of the role of 
this beautiful temple i the matrix of Hindu society. It provides insight into the role of ritual and worship into the daily 
lives of Hindus and the strengths of the belief systems that are nourished by these activities. Well researched and 
clearly written I found that this book greatly enhanced my experiences in visiting Chidambaram.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195095324


This study describes the daily and festival worship of the only Hindu temple in India where Shiva in his dancing form 
is the primary object of worship. It analyzes the history revealed in the architecture of the building and the 300 
inscriptions on the temple walls, and in the process tries to understand the multifaceted role of the temple in Indian 
life. The work paints a vivid portrait of the living religion of South India.

"This well-researched and lucidly written book is a welcome addition to the study of Hindu temples and their 
functioning....this book will definitely enhance further visits and research." -- Anne-Marie Gaston, Pacific Affairs"Paul 
Younger's study of the Temple to Natarajan, the dancing form of Sivan, in Citamparam, Tamil Nadu, is a tour de 
force"--Journal of Religion"It deserves the attention of all students of Tamil religion and should find a place in 
scholarly libraries covering South Asia."--Glenn Yocum, The Journal of Asian StudiesAbout the AuthorPaul Younger, 
Professor of Religious Studies, McMaster University. 


