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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An unusually wonderful reading experience!By M.BarnesA 
beautiful story masterfully written. A reader will be drawn in from the first page as all the characters and the home 
itself quickly become vividly familiar. This reading experience is more like watching a movie than reading pages of 
written word because the story is so encompassing that the reader is swept into and becomes part of the family and it's 
story.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ... was very moved by "The House in Prague" and recommend 
it highlyBy Bella F.I was very moved by "The House in Prague" and recommend it highly. Anna Perlberg's attention 
to detail helped me visualize her life in Prague, complete with her hair in braids and ribbons. No word is wasted in this 
memoir. I pictured her journey from Europe to New York clearly, almost as if I were there. In spite of many losses, 
Anna Perlberg writes without a shred of self pity. Her story is one of great resilience and hope. It is a joy to read.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. I really enjoyed this bookBy Booklover/ Leah CI really enjoyed this book. 
It was a very interesting book, and I loved that it was a real story. I read a lot of books about WWII and really liked 
this one. It would be a good book for book clubs. I loved how it was written, and how she learned more about her 
family, it was a very good read

A cherished house, the family it sheltered, and the true meaning of home 1939: the Nazis have invaded Prague. Little 
Anna huddles with her doll in the corner of a train car while a German officer shrieks, You are Jews! Fleeing for their 
lives, her family has abandoned their elegant house near Prague Castle, bringing their life of privilege to an abrupt 
halt. In this memoir that reads like a novel, we meet Annas shining and beautiful opera singer mother, her prominent 
lawyer father, and their circle of friends that includes Albert Schweitzer and the family of Czech President Thomas 
Masaryk. Through Annas eyes, we relive magical Christmases, summers in the country, and a terrifying trip to Nazi 
Dresden that changes everything. We witness the familys escape and voyage to Ellis Island, and Anna's struggle to 
become an American girl in a city teeming with immigrants and prejudice. Post-war life brings cherished Holocaust 
survivors and their harrowing stories. After the Velvet Revolution of 1989, Annas family sues for the return of their 
house in Prague. But will they prevail? And if they do, what then? The House in Prague is richly illustrated with 
pictures from the authors family archive. Written with straightforward, lyrical clarity, her family members and the 
many famous musicians, authors, and poets that pass through their lives come alive for the reader. A gripping story on 
its own merits, this tale of war, love, and loss dares us to think about the immigrant experience in fresh ways. Index 
included. "An exquisite rumination on history, loss, and love. Anna Perlberg's voice is a luminous guide to the heart of 
home - hers, but also, as is true of all great stories, ours." (Caroline Heller, author of Reading Claudius: A Memoir in 
Two Parts)

"An exquisite rumination on history, loss, and love. Anna Perlberg's voice is a luminous guide to the heart of home--
hers, but also, as is true of all great stories, ours." (Caroline Heller, author of Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two 
Parts)"A beautiful, vividly-observed memoir, this is the story of the indomitable Backer family. We meet Anna's 
mother, a world-famous opera singer; her father, a prominent Prague lawyer; family friends that include the children 
of Thomas G. Masaryk, first president of the Czech Republic, and Albert Schweitzer. Anna's family flees to America 
in 1939 and is later joined by three cherished Holocaust survivors. Their historic house in Prague is a major character 
in itself. A lovely book." (Marie Winn, author, Red-Tails in Love: A Wildlife Drama in Central Park)About the 
AuthorAnna Nessy Perlberg was born in Prague in the late 1920s. She and her family escaped to New York just a few 
days after the Nazi invasion in 1939. From her early years of privilege in Prague, to the struggles of a young 
immigrant in New York City, from her years at Barnard and Columbia University to a career of service and a loving 
and story-filled marriage with her poet-husband Mark Perlberg, Anna has lived by the humanitarian principles that 
were instilled in her by her parents.Ms. Perlberg holds a BA in History from Barnard, an MA in History from 
Columbia University, and an MSW from the University of Illinois. Anna feels a connection with today's immigrant 
children and often speaks about her story to school groups. She and her late husband, the poet Mark Perlberg, settled 
in Chicago, where she resides. 


