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History and Theory before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Houses of History: A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and Theory:

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A must read for the serious student of HistoryBy Robert
Stephenson 11 Thisisnot ahistorical book, and | think the negative reviews are the result of people trying to read it as
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such. It isinstead an instructional book, which intends to teach the reader about the different methods (houses) of
history.Anyone engaged in a serious study of history needs to understand how to read a historical work in two ways.
First, you must read in order to acquire the information that the book is presenting, obviously. Second, a reader must
analyze how the information is being presented. This includes the analysis of the logical arguments being used, the
work being cited as evidence of that argument, and determining the author's bias. (Every author has one, even
"objective" authors) Even the decision of what information to include in a historical work is evidence of the author's
bias. The failure to take thisinto account will inevitably mean the failure to fully understand the work you are reading.
The various arguments, pieces of evidence, and personal dispositions of the authors who write about a particular
subject comprise different methods of historical scholarship, and they will vary from author to author. In other words,
the "historiography" of a subject will contain avariety of methods, which this book calls the "houses of history"The
intent of this book isto explain these methods, and then provide examples of each. Toward this purpose, the book
excels. Acquiring the skill to analyze the historiography of awork is an indispensable skill for the serious student of
history.Again thisis not a history book. For example, the excerpt presented in the book by E.P Thompson is not
necessarily intended to teach the reader about the English working class, but isinstead intended to present an example
of the Marxist method of history. The reader of this book will gain much more by analyzing the style, bias, and
argumentation of each example work than by reading them for their historical value alone.When read in thisway, "The
Houses of History" will help the reader to develop a more complete understanding of historical works. This book does
not teach history, it teaches how to study history; and it doesit very well.5 of 5 people found the following review
helpful. Good introduction to historiographyBy Karen P. RhodesHistoriography (writings about the writing of history)
isarather arcane topic, generally of interest only to historians. Even history studentsroll their eyes at the thought of
historiography, but the consideration of the approach to use in writing the history of an event or person isimportant.
Knowing how others have approached their subjectsis also important. This review, then, isaimed at history
students.The Houses of History gives a good overview, with an example reading, for each of several main historical
approaches, including Annales, social history, empiricism, psychohistory (yes, Isaac Asimov fans, we really use this
term, but not quite in the way Hari Seldon did. Asimov merely extrapolated from areal school of history).When
students take their required course in historiography or theory of history, they may very well find this arequired text. |
did.Initsclarity and its approach, thisis one of the better overviews of historical theory.0 of O people found the
following review helpful. this book is a great addition to the history student's personal academic libraryBy steve
wattsThis is a must-have book for the serious student of history. In order to study "history" (whatever 'topic' you're
getting into), you need to understand the discipline of history itself in order to have a broader appreciation for the
historical topic isthat you're studying. and to understand the discipline, it helps to understand that there are different
approaches to studying history -- similarly to how there are different approaches to literary studies and critiques of a
story. And in doing that, this book is a great addition to the history student's personal academic library. This book
explores most of a dozen different approaches to historical study. along with each chapter iswhat i would call a'case
study' on a particular topic, given in away that supports that chapter's historical approach. This book definitely helps
to give the student a broader and more solid understanding of history and how to go about the study of it.

Every piece of historical writing has atheoretical basis on which evidence is selected, filtered, and understood. Thisis
astrue of scientific empiricism asit is of poststructualism. The Houses of History provides a comprehensive
introduction to the twelve schools of thought which have had the greatest influence on the study of history in the
twentieth century. Ranging from Empiricism to Postcolonialism, Marxism to the Ethnohistorians, each chapter begins
with an introduction to the particular school, the main protagonists, the critics, and is followed by a useful section of
further readings. From the classic, such as G. R. Elton's "England Under the Tudors" and E. P. Thompson's "The
Making of the English Working Class," to the recent, such as Henrietta Whiteman's "White Buffalo Woman" and
Judith Walkowitz's " City of Dreadful Delight,” the diverse selections collected here bring together the leading
historians and theorists of the century. Comprehensive and accessible to undergraduates, The Houses of History is
ideally suited to classroom use.
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