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A major contribution towards the different perspectives and issues central to understanding ancient India This book 
engages with some of the most important issues, debates, and methodologies in the writing of ancient Indian history. 
Thematically structured, the first section discusses religious and regional processes through a meticulous analysis of 
inscriptions and material remains. The secondbased extensively on archival sourcesconnects ancient and modern India 
through a discussion of the beginnings of Indian archaeology and the discovery, interpretation, and reinvention of 
ancient sites in colonial and post-colonial times. The third underlines the importance of reconstructing the intellectual 
landscape of ancient India through a sensitive, yet, critical historicization of political ideas in texts and inscriptions. 
The final section makes a strong case for situating ancient India within a broader, Asian, frame. 

This book, as a whole, has an interesting trajectory...singh's clarity regarding the extent and limits of what her source 
materials can reveal to her remains unclouded...this is a collection of essays where material remains and textual 
sources come together to create a plausible historical narrative in which we are not missing the forests for the trees.--
Economic and Political Weekly, "Volume 2 (Issue 12), 25 March 2017 "An important contribution to studies on Indian 
history, with some essays in the collection revisiting old themes and sources and others focusing on new sources and 
themes of inquiry... Upinder Singh's latest publication is essentially such a collection of diverse articles written at 
different points of time, covering disparate sources and historical contexts.--Frontline, 28 October, 2016Along with 
temporal flexibility, singh at the end of the book, gives us her view that in order to provide a more complete way of 
understanding India's past there is a necessity of expanding our spatial horizon. In other words, her conviction is that 
linking India to the wider networks and connections of the history of Asia is a must, --The Book , March 2017 This 
book, as a whole, has an interesting trajectorysinghs clarity regarding the extent and limits of what her source 
materials can reveal to her remains uncloudedthis is a collection of essays where material remains and textual sources 
come together to create a plausible historical narrative in which we are not missing the forests for the trees. (Economic 
and Political Weekly, Volume 2 (Issue 12), 25 March 2017)An important contribution to studies on Indian history, 
with some essays in the collection revisiting old themes and sources and others focusing on new sources and themes of 
inquiry Upinder Singhs latest publication is essentially such a collection of diverse articles written at different points 
of time, covering disparate sources and historical contexts. (Frontline, 28 October, 2016)Along with temporal 
flexibility, singh at the end of the book, gives us her view that in order to provide a more complete way of 
understanding Indias past there is a necessity of expanding our spatial horizon. In other words, her conviction is that 
linking India to the wider networks and connections of the history of Asia is a must, (The Book , March 2017)About 
the AuthorUpinder Singh is Professor and Head of the Department of History,University of Delhi. After studying in St 
Stephens College and theUniversity of Delhi, she obtained her PhD from McGill University,Montreal. She taught in St 
Stephens College from 1981 to 2004. She hasbeen a recipient of the Netherlands Government Reciprocal 
Fellowship(19851986), Ancient India and Iran Trust/Wallace India VisitingFellowship (2009), Daniel Ingalls 
Fellowship at the Harvard-YenchingInstitute (2005), and Erasmus Mundus Fellowship at the Universityof Leuven 
(2010). In 2009, she was awarded the Infosys Prize in SocialSciencesHistory by the Infosys Science Foundation.She is 
the author of Kings, Bramhman. as, and Temples in Orissa: AnEpigraphic Study (AD 3001147) (1994); Ancient Delhi 
(1999); TheDiscovery of Ancient India: Early Archaeologists and the Beginnings ofArchaeology (2004); and A 
History of Ancient and Early Medieval India:From the Stone Age to the Twelfth Century (2008). She has edited 
Delhi:Ancient History (2006); Ancient India: New Research (co-edited withNayanjot Lahiri, 2009); Rethinking Early 
Medieval India (2011); AsianEncounters: Exploring Connected Histories (co-edited with Parul PandyaDhar, 2014); 
and Buddhism in Asia: Revival and Reinvention (co-editedwith Nayanjot Lahiri, 2016). She has also written a book 
for children,Mysteries of the Past: Archaeological Sites in India (2002). Her currentresearch interests include ancient 
Indian political ideas and the connectionsbetween South and Southeast Asia. 


