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Michael Willis : The Islamist Challenge in Algeria: A Political History  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Islamist Challenge in Algeria: A Political History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book, well writtenBy Rollie LalThis book provides the 
essential background for understanding Algeria today. Well written and interesting to boot. I highly recommend it for 
understanding how the Islamist movement in North Africa has evolved, and why extremism in Algeria should come as 
no surprise.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Algeria Overcomes the Islamic ChallengeBy Neil 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814793290


KarlThis is an interesting read in that the book describes how Algeria how escaped becoming an Islamic state. Each 
government feared the rise of an Islamic state even though the citizens could not relate to the Iranian experience. The 
government, for each election, delicately prevented the Islamic parties from achieving the majority, and thereby 
maintaining democracy.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Excellent account offering valuable 
insightsBy DR. BERNARD LEEMANDr Michael Willis's book is an excellent and very readable account of events 
that led to the present crisis in Algeria. It also provides valuable insights, applicable to different parts of the world, into 
what happens where an elite fails to address the democratically expressed aspirations of desperate people at the bottom 
of the socio-economic pile. Of particular interest is the work of fundamentalist Muslim activists attempting to alleviate 
social and economic pressures at the grass-roots level.

In recent years, Algeria has been rocked by social upheaval, protest, and spasmodic violence. Like many countries 
caught between the tides of fundamentalist religion and secular culture, the very fiber of the nation seems to be 
fraying. Michael Willis here charts the meteoric rise of one of the largest and most powerful Islamist movements in the 
Muslim world. Tracing its origins to the French colonial domination in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
Islamism has always played a defining role in both the national struggle against the French and in the newly 
independent Algerian state. The primary focus of Willis's book is on Algeria since 1988, when unprecedented social 
unrest led to political changes that allowed Algeria's Islamists to form political parties and compete in multi- party 
elections. The largest Islamist party, the Front Islamique du Salut (FIS), after rousing victories in local and national 
elections in 1990 and 1991, was subsequently crushed by the military regime. Since then, despite the Rome Accord of 
January 1995, over 50,000 lives have been lost in an increasingly bloody conflict that threatens to spiral out of control. 
Banned by the army, the FIS splintered, with various factions arming themselves, leading to the current, ominous state 
of disarray.

"A very readable and even-handed interpretation of a complex and controversial topic. The author integrates a wealth 
of diverse historical and contemporary data to provide as full an understanding as one can have about political Islam's 
severe challenge to state and society in Algeria . . . Highly recommended." -John P. Entelis,author of State and Society 
in Algeria"Integrates a wealth of diverse historical and contemporary data to provide as full an understanding as one 
can have about political Islam's severe challenge to state and society in Algeria." -John P. Entelis,author of Sate and 
Society in Algeria"An informed and balanced political chronology that is of great utility to any analyst seeking to 
formulate his or her own interpretation of the Algerian tragedy. Willis has gathered together a wide range of sources 
allowing him to construct a political chronology that traces how a nation, endowed with political, cultural, and 
economic assets and moving toward democracy at the end of the 1980s, devolved into chaos through much of the 
1990s. The book's careful documentation, multiple perspectives, and thoughtful refelctions willl challenge simplistic 
explanations of Algeria's latest tragedy."-Journal of World History"What [Willis does], and what he does extremely 
well, is explain how it all came about...he carefully traces the rise of Algerian Islamism from its early days during the 
132 years of French colonial rule, its short moment of glory when it seemed about to take power in the late 1980s, and 
its subsequent crash...well-written, skillfully presented, and illuminating." -New York of BooksAbout the 
AuthorMichael Willis obtained his doctorate from the Centre for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies at the University 
of Durham, where he is currently an Honorary Research Associate. 


