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Jeffrey Herf : The Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda during World War 11 and the Holocaust before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda
during World War Il and the Holocaust:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Best book | have read on nazi propaganda and anti-Semitic
beliefs.By Saml came across this book whilst looking for some material for a history research essay on how the Nazis


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674027388

portrayed the Jews as both capitalists and communists, two contradictory ideologies. This book was amazingly
helpfull. It isabrilliant window into how the nazis perceived the the Jews and hitlers beleif of an international Jewish
conspiracy.0 of O people found the following review helpful. painfully accurateBy Rev. Elliotpainfully deep with
careful quotes from writers and newspapers from the period-deeply painful with accuracy and proof of anti-jewish
europe and careful proof of al its wriringsO of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy RICGreat
condition. Had to buy cause | took the class with the author

The sheer magnitude of the Holocaust has commanded our attention for the past sixty years. The extent of atrocities,
however, has overshadowed the calculus Nazis used to justify their deeds. According to German wartime media, it was
German citizens who were targeted for extinction by avast international conspiracy. Leading the assault was an
insidious, belligerent Jewish clique, so crafty and powerful that it managed to manipulate the actions of Roosevelt,
Churchill, and Stalin. Hitler portrayed the Holocaust as a defensive act, a necessary move to destroy the Jews before
they destroyed Germany. Joseph Goebbels, Minister of Propaganda, and Otto Dietrichs Press Office trandated this
fanatical vision into a coherent cautionary narrative, which the Nazi propaganda machine disseminated into the
recesses of everyday life. Calling on impressive archival research, Jeffrey Herf recreates the wall posters that Germans
saw while waiting for the streetcar, the radio speeches they heard at home or on the street, the headlines that blared
from newsstands. The Jewish Enemy is the first extensive study of how anti-Semitism pervaded and shaped Nazi
propaganda during World War |1 and the Holocaust, and how it pulled together the diverse elements of a delusionary
Nazi worldview. Here we find an original and haunting exposition of the ways in which Hitler legitimized war and
genocide to his own people, as necessary to destroy an allegedly omnipotent Jewish foe. In an era when both anti-
Semitism and conspiracy theories continue to influence world politics, Herf offers atimely reminder of their dangers
along with afresh interpretation of the paranoia underlying the ideology of the Third Reich.

Here, practicaly for the first time, we can see how Germans before and during World War 11 were at all timesin their
daily lives confronted with a carefully designed view of the world in which amythical Jewish enemy was portrayed as
threatening Germans and hence had to be killed. No prior study has shown as clearly as this one how central this
theme was to German wartime propagandain al itsforms. (Gerhard L. Weinberg, University of North
Carolina)Jeffrey Herf has written a brilliant book that reorients our understanding of the Holocaust. Arguing that racial
antisemitism, however vicious, was an insufficient basis for genocide, Herf demonstrates that a major shift occurred in
Nazi propaganda during the war: Jews were now presented as a political threat to the German nation, and as the
instigators, through their puppets, America, England, and the Soviet Union, of a deadly world war against Germany.
(Susannah Heschel, author of Abraham Geiger and the Jewish Jesus)A commendable and compelling elucidation of
the Nazi propaganda which accompanied the Holocaust, indispensable for both students of the Third Reich and
general readers. (Jay W. Baird, author of The Mythical World of Nazi Propaganda, 1939-1945)In thisimpressive
book, Jeffrey Herf shows that the omnipresent image of the 'international Jew' as the source of Germany's victimhood
was central to the propaganda and political imagination of the Nazi |eadership, which made no secret of itsintention to
destroy European Jewry. (Anson Rabinbach, Princeton University)With the market so saturated with books that have
"Nazi" in their titles, when a path-breaking new work does appear, one that explains the "why"--not just another
documentation of the "how"--there is a chance it will dlip under many readers' radar. One can only hope that such a
fate will not befall Jeffrey Herf's incredibly important The Jewish Enemy, one of those rare works of Holocaust history
that poses the most essential question: "Why did European, especially German, antisemitism, which had never led to
an effort to murder all of Europe's Jews before, do so between 1941 and 1945 in the midst of World War 11? What
changed to make anti-Semitism arationale for mass murder rather than for a continuation of centuries old patterns of
persecution?'...[Herf is] the legitimate intellectual heir to [George] Mosse. (Noah Strote Forward 2006-07-21)Jeffrey
Herf's latest book, The Jewish Enemy--dealing with Nazi propaganda during the Hol ocaust--sheds new light on what
happened then in Europe and is a trenchant refutation of those who try to make us believe that antisemitic hate speech
ismerely acynical tool employed by politicians...At the beginning of the twenty-first century, the demented discourse
of radical antisemitism has resurfaced in different idioms and cultural contexts. It would be complacent to assume that
variants on the narrative explored in Jeffrey Herf's brilliant work will not play apart in the future aswell... Thisisa
book that should be read widely. (Karl Pfeifer Searchlight)What may be the most important book on the Holocaust in a
generation...In The Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda During World War Il and the Holocaust, [Herf] concedes that
hatred and racism were important, but he argues that they don't explain Germany's unique efforts to destroy the
Jews...Thereal answer isn't hate, but fear. Poring through miles of speeches, private comments, journal entries, party
memoranda and all 24,000 pages of Goebbel's diaries, Herf concludes that the Nazis really believed that the Jews ran
the world and wanted to destroy Germany. They believed that Jews controlled not only the Bolsheviks to the east but
the capitalists to the west. (Jonah Goldberg Los Angeles Times 2006-08-17)Many historians who have tackled Hitler
and the Third Reich have found it impossible to take the Fhrer's rhetoric or Nazi ideology seriously. A. J. P. Taylor
was infamous for treating Hitler as an ordinary statesman in the German mould. A succession of historians, including



Rainer Zitelmann, Detlev Peukert and Gtz Aly, continues to insist that Nazism was a rational modernizing force. It is
hard to see how this approach will withstand Jeffrey Herf's patient, incisive and ultimately devasting analysis of the
Nazi world-view in The Jewish Enemy. (David Cesarani Times Literary Supplement 2006-09-22)Which of the magjor
findings of this excellent study is more disturbing: that human beings are capable of inventing and believing the kind
of vicious nonsense the Nazis believed about Jews, or that such profoundly irrational beliefs can become the basis of a
meticulously devised and implemented program of industrial mass murder? It isindeed the case, to say the least, that
‘an examination of modern political culture draws attention to the causal significance of many irrational and illusory
ideological perspectives...The Jewish Enemy is both arevealing, carefully documented historical study and a reminder
of the timeless and astonishing human capacity for demented belief, bottomless hatred, and a correspondingly stunning
readiness to act upon bizarre convictions and fantasies...This study is also highly informative about the methods and
character of Nazi propaganda. The author makes use of sources not widely used before, such as the ubiquitous wall
newspapers (also favored in communist states), posters, and archival materials (including directives to the press about
the tasks and methods of propaganda), and the diaries of Goebbels, among others. Some striking visual images of 'the
Jewish enemy' used in the press and posters are reproduced (remarkably similar to both Soviet anti-capitalist, anti-
American propaganda and the images purveyed in Arab anti-lsragli propaganda). (Paul Hollander New Criterion 2006-
11-06)Through a chronological structure that moves seamlessly from an introductory section on pre-1939 Nazi
propaganda themes and structures to the shifting narratives of the wartime period, Herf shows convincingly that the
attacks on the regime's wartime "enemies' (Britain; after 1941 the Soviet Union and the United States) were
underpinned by the same berbegriff of an alleged "international Jewish conspiracy."...Herf's book adds much-needed
intellectual ammunition to the argument that propaganda should be taken very seriously. (Aristotle A. Kallis H-Net
2007-03-01)Undoubtedly, thisis a much-needed study that convincingly demonstrates the centrality of radical anti-
Semitic language in the Nazi leadership's thinking and the regime's wartime propaganda. Herf has succeeded in
showing how in the minds of the regime's leaders and propagandists the Second World War and the Nazi genocide of
the Jews were directly and inherently connected. (Thomas Pegelow Kaplan Canadian Journal of History)Herf is
meticulousin his scholarship, and the book's vivid detail can certainly hold up to historians scrutiny...Thisis a must-
read. (Dave Roy Curled Up with a Good Book 2007-05-14)Herf has made excellent use of many overlooked
sources...Most shockingly, he shows the remarkabl e extent to which the German people were informed by Hitler and
his colleagues that the Third Reich was engaged in annihilating Europe's Jews. The overall effect is one of aregimein
thrall to its own paranoid fantasies, with devastating consequences that are al too familiar. (Dan Stone Journal of
Genocide Research)Jeffrey Herf, one of the most prolific and challenging historians of twentieth-century Germany,
has written an important book, the first comprehensive work detailing the structure of the Third Reichs effort to

incul cate antisemitism in the German population. This was a propaganda effort, and much of Herfs book focuses on
Joseph Goebbels; but Herf also carefully delineates changes in the antisemitic content of Hitlers speeches and gives a
great deal of attention to Otto Dietrich, the Reich press chief. The result for readersis a nuanced sense of the volume
and flow ofantisemitic propagandaand The Jewish Enemy |eaves no doubt that antisemitism, indeed murderous
antisemitism, was an ideology propagated up front and in public. For some readers, this may seem an obvious point,
but a great deal of older research underscored how the Nazis placed antisemitism in the background, emphasizing
instead the material gainsthat ordinary citizens could expect from Nazi rule. Herf shows that nothing could be further
from the truth...it is Herfs significant achievement to gather the antisemitic propaganda of the Third Reich and
demonstrate its patterns. For the first time, we have a nuanced account of how state-produced antisemitism changed
during the war and how this antisemitism connected to the Holocaust. (Helmut Walser Smith Journal of Maodern
History) Here, practically for the first time, we can see how Germans before and during World War 1l were at all times
in their daily lives confronted with a carefully designed view of the world in which amythical Jewish enemy was
portrayed as threatening Germans and hence had to be killed. No prior study has shown as clearly as this one how
central this theme was to German wartime propaganda.in al itsforms. (Gerhard L. Weinberg, University of North
Carolina)About the AuthorJeffrey Herf is Professor of History at the University of Maryland. Among his booksis
Reactionary Modernism: Technology, Culture and Politicsin Weimar and the Third Reich.



